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House Speaker Paul Ryan, seen Tuesday on his way to the 
House floor, declared that “this is a promise kept.” 


OKs GOP tax plan 


House to revote, but sweeping overhaul nearly reality 


By STEPHEN OHLEMACHER 
AND MARCY GORDON 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Jubi- 
lant Republicans pushed 
Tuesday to the verge of the 
most sweeping rewrite of 
the nation’s tax laws in 
more than three decades, a 
deeply unpopular bill they 
insist Americans will learn 
to love when they see their 
paychecks in the new year. 

President Donald Trump 
cheered the lawmakers on, 
eager to claim his first major 
legislative victory. 


GOP House members 
roared and applauded as 
their chamber passed the 
$1.5 trillion package largely 
along party lines, 227-203. 
House Speaker Paul Ryan 
declared, “This was a prom- 
ise made. This is a promise 
kept,” as he and other GOP 
leaders convened a victory 
news conference. 

A more muted celebra- 
tory scene came several 
hours later when the Senate 
voted on the legislation and 
passed it 51-48. 

But perhaps emblematic 
of the stumbles along the 


way, there was one last 
hiccup. 

Democrats noted that 
three provisions in the 
House version ofthe legisla- 
tion violated Senate rules 
and had to be removed. So 
the massive bill the Senate 
voted on late Tuesday night 
will be hauled back across 
the Capitol for the House to 
revote on Wednesday. 

After voting to strip out 
the three problematic pro- 
visions, the Senate ap- 
proved the package that will 
touch every American tax- 
payer and every corner of 


the U.S. economy, providing 
steep tax cuts for businesses 
and the wealthy, and more 
modest help for middle- 
and low-income families. 
Despite Republican talk of 
spending discipline, the bill 
will push the huge national 
debt ever higher. 

The Senate vote was in- 
terrupted frequently by 
protesters chanting “kill the 
bill, don’t kill us.” 

Visitors in the Senate 
gallery stood up shortly 
after the vote began and 
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Finding seamless ways 
to enable giving is a top 
priority for the season 


By LAUREN ZUMBACH 
Chicago Tribune 


The Salvation Army’s bell ring- 
ers will gladly accept your pen- 
nies, nickels and dimes, your 
rumpled dollar bills or, should you 
be in an especially generous mood, 
your Benjamins and Krugerrands. 

But credit or debit? Neither, at 
least notin Chicago. But that could 
change next year as the local 
Salvation Army continues to look 
for ways to keep up with today’s 
increasingly cashless society. 

Despite consumers’ willingness 
to use credit and debit cards for 
the smallest of purchases, the local 
Salvation Army’s iconic red ket- 
tles, part of the charitable organi- 
zation’s holiday fundraising cam- 
paign, remain stubbornly cash- 
reliant. 

The kettles still bring in mil- 
lions of dollars in donations each 
year. But the organization is work- 
ing to find a 21st-century version 
of the kettle that makes helping 
others as convenient as pulling a 
spare dollar from your pocket. 


NANCY STONE/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
Bell ringer Nancy Harris greets potential future donors in front of Water Tower Place in Chicago on Tuesday. 


Salvation Army plans 
for future of red kettles 


Critics decry 
Trump’s EPA 
Midwest pick 


Ex-DNR director 
cut enforcement, 
climate change info 


By MICHAEL HAWTHORNE 
Chicago Tribune 


The Trump administra- 
tion’s pick to lead the Envi- 
ronmental Protection 
Agency’s Midwest office is a 
former Wisconsin state offi- 
cial who rolled back en- 
forcement of anti-pollution 
laws, reduced funding for 
scientific research and 
scrubbed references to hu- 
man-caused climate change 
from government websites. 

Cathy Stepp, who since 
August has been a deputy 
regional administrator in 
the EPA’s Kansas City, Kan., 
office, will take over the top 
spot at the agency’s Chicago 
outpost less than two years 
after the Obama adminis- 
tration ousted a prede- 
cessor over the agency’s lax 


response to the Flint, Mich., 
water crisis. 

The Midwest office tra- 
ditionally has been one of 
the agency’s biggest and 
busiest, prosecuting compa- 
nies that pollute the air, 
water and land in Illinois 
and five other states around 
the Great Lakes. The 
Trump administration has 
been pushing for deep cuts 
in the EPA’s budget and 
proposing massive layoffs of 
agency employees. 

An EPA statement an- 
nouncing Stepp’s appoint- 
ment Tuesday included ref- 
erences to her background 
as a homebuilder, Republi- 
can state lawmaker and 
director of the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Re- 
sources under Republican 
Gov. Scott Walker. 

“Cathy Stepp’s experi- 
ence working as a statewide 
cabinet official, elected offi- 
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New ethical tangle 
at DuPage college 


Ex-board chief paid 
$20,000 tuition of 
‘volunteer’ aide’s son 
By STACY ST. CLAIR AND 


CHRISTY GUTOWSKI 
Chicago Tribune 


BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


The iconic red kettle dates to 1891, when a Salvation Army captain in 
San Francisco used a pot to collect donations for Christmas dinners. 


That’s harder than it sounds, 
according to the nonprofit, which 
says it’s tested several versions of 
“cashless” kettles over the past 
decade. 

The red kettle dates to 1891, 
when a Salvation Army captain in 
San Francisco used a pot placed at 
the ferry landing to collect dona- 
tions to provide free Christmas 
dinners to locals in need. But the 


transactions the old-school kettles 
so successfully encourage — fast, 
easy, anonymous and open to any 
sum, no matter how small — are 
tough to replicate with noncash 
payments. And that’s before you 
factor in Chicago’s battery-sap- 
ping December weather. 

Several years ago, the Salvation 


Turn to Kettles, Page 9 


When former College of 
DuPage board Chairwoman 
Kathy Hamilton ordered 
the school to hire her politi- 
cal strategist as a special 
assistant to the president, 
she and the strategist re- 
peatedly described him as a 
volunteer and promised he 
would donate his salary to 
charity. 

But here’s what they 
didn’t disclose: He was get- 
ting money all along. 

Newly filed court docu- 


ments show Hamilton was 
secretly paying the college 
tuition of strategist Christo- 
pher Robling’s son while 
Robling was employed at 
the state’s largest communi- 
ty college — payment that 
experts say may run 
counter to the state’s ethics 
and election laws. 

The private payment be- 
came public as part of Ham- 
ilton’s divorce case in Du- 
Page County, where she and 
her estranged husband, 
John, have been battling 
over a $45 million estate for 
more than a year, according 
to court records. 

The divorce case ex- 
plains Hamilton’s departure 
from the college’s board of 
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Gov. Bruce Rauner talks about his agenda Tuesday with 
members of the Chicago Tribune Editorial Board. 


Governor says he 
can curtail power of 
Madigan, Emanuel 


By RICK PEARSON 
AND BILL RUTHHART 
Chicago Tribune 


Republican Gov. Bruce 
Rauner on Tuesday raised 
the central questions sur- 
rounding his re-election 
campaign: What exactly 
would be different in a 
second term? Why won't 


his agenda “just be crushed 
by” Democratic House 
Speaker Michael Madigan 
“again and again?” 

The governor then 
sought to provide answers, 
saying he’s counting on the 
courts to give him several 
“transformative” wins over 
organized labor, allowing 
him to bypass Madigan’s 
opposition. 

Rauner, who has taken 
criticism for recently sug- 
gesting he was “not in 
charge” of state govern- 


ment, also blamed lawmak- 
ers and Mayor Rahm Eman- 
uel for his inability to gain 
traction on his first-term 
economic agenda. 
Legislators in both 
parties lack “guiding princi- 
ples,” instead favoring their 
jobs and pensions, the gov- 
ernor said. As for Emanuel, 
the mayor was “politically 
devastated” after the re- 
lease of the Laquan McDon- 
ald police shooting video 
and surrendered his inde- 
pendence to Madigan, 


Rauner sees a 2nd term in different light 


Rauner contended. 

Mayoral spokesman 
Matt McGrath responded 
that “the only thing Bruce 
Rauner is worse at than 
governing is accepting re- 
sponsibility.” 

The governor’s explana- 
tions came as he met for an 
hour with the Chicago Trib- 
une Editorial Board, sum- 
marizing his 2017 and 
pointing ahead to his fourth 
year in office. He faces a 
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oy Tom Skilling’s forecast High39 Low29 


Chicago Weather Center: 
Complete forecast on back of A+E 
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